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1. Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida resigns |
Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida announced on
August 14 that he will resign from office next month and
will not contest the election of the new head of the ruling
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). Kishida, who is from
Hiroshima and has been a strong supporter of nuclear
non-proliferation, comes from a political family. Both his
father and grandfather have served in Japan's
parliament.

2. IRS officer Rahul Naveen becomes new Enforcement
Directorate (ED) director

On August 14, the Indian government appointed Rahul
Naveen, the acting chief of the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), as the full-time director of the anti-money
laundering agency for two years. The appointment has
been made by the Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet, and will be effective from the date of his
appointment, that is September 15, 2023, after the tenure n .
of Sanjay Kumar Mishra ends.

3. 2024 election dates announced for Haryana,
Maharashtra, Jammu and Kashmir

On August 16, the Election Commission announced the
dates for assembly elections in Haryana and Jammu and
Kashmir. The assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir
will be held in three phases on September 18, September
25 and October 1, while Haryana will vote in a single
phase on October 1. The counting of votes will take place
on October 4, 2024.

4. Shri Ashok Kumar Singh took over as Director General
of ESIC.

Shri Ashok Kumar Singh, IAS assumed charge as
Director General of Employees State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) under the Ministry of Labour &
Employment, Government of India at its headquarters in
New Delhi. Shri Ashok Kumar Singh is a 1999 batch IAS
officer of Kerala cadre.
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5. Indian Coast Guard Director General Rakesh Pal
passes away in Chennai.

Director General of Indian Coast Guard (ICG), Rakesh
Pal, passed away in Chennai on Sunday due to cardiac
arrest. Rakesh Pal, who was an alumnus of the Indian
Naval Academy, joined the Indian Coast Guard in
January 1989. In his 34-year career, he served as the 25th
ICG Director General from July 2023. Pal was known for
his expertise in gunnery and weapons systems and was
the first officer from the ICG to specialise as a gunnetr.

6. National Senior Citizens Day 2024 |
Several events are held in the United States to honour ' ’
senior citizens. The initiative began with the signing of |
the Social Security Act by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in 1935, with the aim of introducing old-age { : ;
programmes. The law was signed on August 14, and the &, National Senior
date has long been associated with Senior Citizens Day. 0
However, in 1988, President Ronald Reagan recognized CItlZen Day
August 21 as National Senior Citizens Day.

7. FSSAIl launches project to address microplastic
contamination in Indian food products

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) has launched a new project to assess and
identify microplastic contamination in food products. The
project aims to identify microplastic and nanoplastic
contamination as an emerging threat that has become a
rapidly growing concern in food. The project is nhamed:
"Micro- and nano-plastics as emerging food
contaminants:

8. Union Cabinet approves key airport projects in West
Bengal and Bihar

The Union Cabinet has approved key projects for
expansion of airport infrastructure in West Bengal and
Bihar, which will entail a total investment of about Rs
2,962 crore. Under these projects, a new airport will be
built at the Indian Air Force (IAF) base in Bihta, Patna,
estimated to cost Rs 1,413 crore.
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1. Where was the 17th International Earth Science Olympiad (IESO)
held?

A - Tokyo, Japan B - Beijing China

C - Seoul, South Korea D - New Delhi, India

The Indian student team performed brilliantly at the 17th International
Earth Science Olympiad (IESO) held in Beijing, China from August
08-16, 2024. The four-member team comprised students from Gujarat,
Kerala, Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan. They won three gold, two silver
and one bronze medals in three competition categories.

2. Which two entities signed MoU to promote MSME exports?

A - EEPC India and ISSDA B - EEPC India and ClI

C - ISSDA and FICCI D - NASSCOM and ASSOCHAM
The Engineering Export Promotion Council of India (EEPC India) and
Indian Stainless Steel Development Association (ISSDA) have signed
a MoU to promote exports of MSME members. Under the agreement,
both the organizations will identify potential export products and
organize trade exhibitions, buyer-seller meets, and economic
summits.

3. Who has been appointed as the MD and CEO of Tamilnad Mercantile
Bank?

A - Krishnan Sankarasubramanian B - Abir Banerjee

C - Anuj Kumar Jain D - Sali Sukumaran Nair

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank (TMB) has appointed Shri Sali S Nair as the
new Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer (MD and CEO) for
3 years. On his appointment, Mr. Sali said that he looks forward to
driving forward the strategic priorities while building on the strong
foundation of the bank. Mr. Sali has extensive experience of over 35
years in the banking and financial services industry.

4. Where is the newly-built Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Maritime Rescue
Coordination Centre (MRCC) located?

A - Mumbai B - Kochi

C - Chennai D - Visakhapathnam

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on August 18 inaugurated the Indian
Coast Guard's new Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC),
Regional Marine Pollution Response Centre (RMPRC) in Chennai, and =
Coast Guard Air Enclave in Puducherry. These centres will play a vital |
role in maritime security and emergencies. The MRCC will enhance
coordination for sailors and fishermen, while the RMPRC will monitor
marine pollution.
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5. Who maugurated the 'Pratham Policy Makers Forum'?

A - Rajnath Singh B - J.P. Nadda

C - Amit Shah D - Nitin Gadkari

Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda on August 18 inaugurated the
'Pratham Policy Makers Forum', which will run till August 22. The
forum aims to strengthen India's global pharmaceutical position and
includes an international delegation of drug regulators and policy
makers from 15 countries.

6. Who recently took over as the Director General of the Employees’
State Insurance Corporation (ESIC)?

A - Ashok Kumar Singh B - Sanjay Kumar

C - Rajiv Kumar D - Anil Kumar Gupta

Shri Ashok Kumar Singh, IAS assumed charge as Director General,
Employees State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) in New Delhi on
August 19. Shri Singh is a 1999 batch Kerala cadre IAS officer. Earlier,
he has served as Principal Secretary, Water Resources Department,
Government of Kerala and has extensive experience in managing
district and state level organisations.

7. What is the name of the digital geospatial platform unveiled by
Union Agriculture Ministry?

A - Krishi-Insights Platform B - Krishi-Fund
&o B HAEE @ Sl o D - Krishi-Crop-Monitoring Centre
System

The Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare organized a
conference to showcase the important role of space technology in .
India's agriculture sector. The conference, held on August 19, saw the
launch of the Krishi-Decision Support System (Krishi-DSS), an
innovative geospatial platform.

8. India has initiated anti-dumping investigation on which country in

August 2024?
A - China B - Vietham
C - South Korea D - Japan

India has initiated anti-dumping investigation on imports of hot rolled
flat products from Vietnam, aimed at protecting the domestic steel
industry from the negative impact of cheap imports. The investigation
began on August 14, 2024 and will be in scope from January 1, 2023 to
March 31, 2024. It covers products with thickness up to 25 mm and
width up to 2100 mm. The Indian Steel Association has sought
retrospective imposition of anti-dumping duty
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1. Where was the 17th International Earth Science Olympiad (IESO) held? - Beijing
China

2. Which two organizations signed MoU to boost MSME exports? - EEPC India and
ISSDA

3. Who has been appointed as MD and CEO of Tamil Nadu Mercantile Bank? - Sali
Sukumaran Nair

4. Where is the newly built Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Maritime Rescue Coordination
Centre (MRCC) located? - Chennai

5. Who inaugurated the 'First Policy Makers Forum'? - J. P. Nadda

6. Who recently took over as the Director General of Employees State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC)? - Ashok Kumar Singh

7. What is the name of the digital geospatial platform unveiled by the Union Agriculture

Ministry? - Agri-Decision Support System

8. India has initiated anti-dumping investigation on which country in August 20247 -
Vietham

9. When will National Senior Citizens Day 2024 be celebrated? - 21 August 2024

10. The Indian Army expressed deep condolences on the demise of General
Sundararajan Padmanabhan (Retd), who served as Army Chief. - 20th
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