


1. Amardeep Singh Bhatia takes over as DPIIT Secretary.
Senior Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer
Amardeep Singh Bhatia has taken over as Secretary,
Department of Industrial Promotion and Internal Trade
(DPIIT). He replaced Rajesh Kumar Singh, who has been
appointed as Officer on Special Duty (OSD) in the
Department of Defence. Bhatia is a 1993 batch Nagaland
cadre officer and was earlier working as Additional
Secretary in the Department of Commerce.

2. Govind Mohan to take charge as Union Home
Secretary.
IAS officer Govind Mohan will take charge as Union
Home Secretary from August 22, replacing Ajay Kumar
Bhalla, whose five-year term is ending. Mohan, who is
currently posted as Secretary in the Ministry of Culture,
is a 1989 batch Sikkim cadre officer. He was appointed
Home Secretary on August 21 by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet.

3. RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das named top central
banker for second consecutive year.
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das
has been recognised as the top central banker globally
for the second consecutive year by the US-based Global
Finance magazine. He has been awarded an 'A+' grade in
the Global Finance Central Banker Report Cards 2024.
This grading system assesses performance in key areas
such as inflation control, economic growth targets,
currency stability and interest rate management.

4. International Day in Memory of the Victims of Acts of
Violence Based on Religion or Belief 2024
The United Nations observes 22 August every year as the
'International Day in Memory of the Victims of Violent
Acts Based on Religion or Belief'. The purpose of this
day is to condemn actions targeting religious violence
and terrorism and to promote human rights related to
freedom of religion or belief. The day was officially
celebrated for the first time in 2019. The day was
proposed by Poland at the 73rd United Nations General
Assembly on 28 May 2019.
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5. Centenary commemorative coin released in honour of
M. Karunanidhi.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on August 18 released
the centenary commemorative coin of late leader Dr
Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi in Chennai. On the occasion, he
paid tribute to Karunanidhi and described him as an icon
of Indian politics. M. Karunanidhi was a prominent Indian
writer and politician who served as the Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu for nearly two decades from 1969 to 2011.

6. National Geoscience Awards 2023.
President Draupadi Murmu presented the 2023 National
Geoscience Awards at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi
on August 20, 2024. On the occasion, Professor Emeritus
of the Indian National Science Academy Dhiraj Mohan
Banerjee was conferred the Lifetime Achievement Award.
The National Geoscience Awards were instituted in 1966
by the Union Ministry of Mines, and were renamed as
National Geoscience Awards in 2009.

7. “Visionary Leader”: General Sundararajan
Padmanabhan passes away at 83.
The Indian Army has condoled the demise of 20th Chief
of Army Staff General Sundararajan Padmanabhan
(Retd). He passed away in Chennai after a prolonged
illness at the age of 83. The Ministry of Defence
expressed deep sorrow on the occasion and paid
tributes to General Padmanabhan. All ranks of the Indian
Army, especially the Chief of Army Staff General Upendra
Dwivedi, have expressed condolences to his family.

8. RGIA Hyderabad wins Best Airport award for third
consecutive year.
The Rajiv Gandhi International Airport (RGIA) in
Hyderabad has once again been recognised as the “Best
Airport” at the India Travel Awards, marking its third
consecutive win in the category. The recognition is a
testament to the airport’s commitment to providing the
best passenger experience. Airport officials expressed
their gratitude to their industry partners, passengers, and
supporters on this achievement.
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1. Which airport has won the Best Airport award at the India Travel
Awards for three consecutive years?
A - Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport

B - Indira Gandhi International
Airport

C - Chennai International Airport D - Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
International Airport

The Rajiv Gandhi International Airport (RGIA) in Hyderabad has been
recognised as the "Best Airport" for the third consecutive year at the
India Travel Awards. The honour reflects the airport's commitment to
providing the best passenger experience.

2. Greg Barclay will step down as ICC President in November 2024. He
is from which country?
A - Australia B - England
C - New Zealand D - South Africa
Greg Barclay has announced that he will resign as the chairman of
the International Cricket Council (ICC) from 1 December 2024.
Barclay, who was appointed as ICC chairman in November 2020 and
re-elected in 2022, will be remembered for his tenure as a significant
contribution to the development and governance of international
cricket. With Barclay's resignation, the process of appointing a new
chairman has begun.
3. Which player created a new world record for most runs in an over in
T20 International on August 20, 2024?
A - Darius Visser B - Virat Kohli
C - Chris Gayle D - Alex Richardson
A new world record for most runs in an over has been created in T20
International cricket. This record was created in the T20 World Cup
Qualifier match between Samoa and Vanuatu, where Samoa batsman
Darius Visser hit 6 sixes in 6 balls in an over of Vanuatu bowler Nalin
Nipiko. This over also included 3 no balls, making a total of 39 runs.

4. Which village has been inaugurated as the first 'Solar Village' in
Maharashtra?
A - Dongargaon B - Ghodasarwadi
C - Manyachiwadi D - Dongarwadi
Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde inaugurated the state's
first 'Solar Village' at Manyachiwadi in Satara district. The initiative
aims to promote renewable energy and reduce dependence on
conventional power sources. The 'PM Surya Ghar: Free Electricity
Scheme' has helped reduce electricity bills, while 90-95% subsidy is
being given for solar pump sets under the 'Mukhyamantri Solar Krishi
Pump Yojana'.
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5. Who has been appointed as the interim chairman of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)?
A - Manish Bhaskar B - Abhay Muduli
C - M Suresh D - Abhijeet Parida
M Suresh has been appointed as the interim chairman of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), marking a significant leadership change in the
organisation. The appointment comes after the removal of Sanjiv
Kumar from the post of AAI chairman, which was formalised through
an official government order.

6. Who is set to become the youngest president in the history of the
International Cricket Council (ICC)?
A - Greg Barclay B - Jay Shah
C - N Srinivasan D - Sourav Ganguly
BCCI secretary Jay Shah is set to become the new ICC chairman,
replacing Greg Barclay. Barclay will resign from his post on
November 30, 2024, and the new chairman will take over from
December 1, 2024. 35-year-old Jay Shah is the frontrunner to become
the youngest ICC chairman, and can file nominations for the post by
August 27, 2024.

7. Who has taken over as Union Home Secretary in August 2024?
A - Ajay Kumar Bhalla B - Ram Manohar Shukla
C - Vivek Dalui D - Govind Mohan
IAS officer Govind Mohan will take charge as Union Home Secretary
from August 22, replacing Ajay Kumar Bhalla, whose term is ending.
Mohan, who is currently the secretary in the Ministry of Culture and a
1989 batch Sikkim cadre officer, was appointed Home Secretary by
the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet on August 21.

8. According to the Brand Finance Food & Drink 2024 report, which is
the world's strongest food and dairy brand?
A - Nestle B - Amul
C - Lay's D - Valio
Amul has been declared the world's strongest food brand in Brand
Finance's Global Food & Drinks Report 2024. Amul achieved this
position with a Brand Strength Index (BSI) score of 91 and a valuation
of $3.3 billion, which includes a brand value increase of 11% since
2023. Amul's achievement has been possible due to its strong hold
and consumer trust in India's dairy market.
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One Liner
1. Which airport has won the Best Airport award at the India Travel Awards for three
consecutive years? - Rajiv Gandhi International Airport

2. Greg Barclay will reign as ICC President in November 2024. They are from which
country?  - New Zealand

3. Which player created a new world record for scoring the most runs in an over in T20
International on August 20, 2024? - Darius Visser

4. Which village has been inaugurated as the first 'Solar Village' in Maharashtra? -
Manyachiwadi

5. Who has been appointed as the interim chairman of the Airports Authority of India
(AAI)? - M Suresh

6. Who is going to become the youngest president in the history of the International
Cricket Council (ICC)? - Jai Shah

7. Who has taken over as the Union Home Secretary in August 2024? - Govind Mohan

8. According to the Brand Finance Food & Drink 2024 report, which is the world's
strongest food and dairy brand? - Amul

9. What is the name of the SpaceX mission to test new space technologies and
spacewalks by non-government astronauts? - Polaris Dawn

10. What is the name of NASA's lander that contributed to the discovery of liquid water
on Mars? - InSight
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