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1. Financial Assistance Scheme for Promotion of Art and
Culture.
The Ministry of Culture has launched the “Financial
Assistance” scheme to promote art and culture across
the country. The scheme aims to provide financial help to
cultural organizations and is divided into eight major
components. There is no provision for state-wise
allocation of funds in the scheme, and the assistance is
given directly to the approved organizations.

2. India launches first diabetes biobank in Chennai.
India's first diabetes biobank has been set up in Chennai,
a result of collaboration between the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and the Madras Diabetes
Research Foundation (MDRF). This biobank will make
significant contributions to scientific research and collect
biological samples to study diabetes, its causes,
variations, and related disorders.

3. US built Dark Eagle anti-missile system.
The US military has successfully tested its Long Range
Hypersonic Weapon (LRHA), called 'Dark Eagle'. The test
took place at Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in
Florida, where the missile demonstrated its ability to
travel at speeds of up to 800 mph and hit remote and
heavily defended targets. The test is a significant
milestone in the development of hypersonic technology
for the US military and is expected to be operational by
2025.

4. UK joins Indo-Pacific bloc.
The UK has become the first European country to
officially join the Comprehensive and Progressive Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) on December 15, 2024. The move is
part of the UK's post-Brexit strategy aimed at boosting
the country's economy and tapping new trade
opportunities in the Indo-Pacific region. CPTPP
membership was formally approved for the UK after the
treaty was ratified by member countries.
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5. Argentine President Granted Italian Citizenship.
Italy recently granted citizenship to Argentine President
Javier Milelli on the basis of his Italian ancestry, which
has led to a storm of criticism in Argentina. The decision
has reignited the debate over Italy's citizenship laws,
especially in the case of children who were born in Italy
but are denied citizenship. Milelli was granted citizenship
based on the Italian origins of his grandparents, which
falls under Italy's hereditary citizenship policy.

6. Nine years of the Paris Agreement
The Paris Agreement was being reviewed as it completes
nine years on December 12, 2024. The Paris Agreement,
which aims to mitigate climate change and limit global
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius, has however
seen global emissions rise by 8%. It is estimated that in
2024 global temperatures will exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels for the first time.

7. One Nation, One Election.
The panel headed by former President of India Ram Nath
Kovind has recommended simultaneous elections for
Lok Sabha and state assemblies for “One Nation – One
Election”. However, the issue of a candidate contesting
from multiple constituencies for the same post is still
under consideration. The Constitution of India provides
for regular elections to Parliament and Assemblies every
five years, and Parliament has been empowered to
regulate the functioning of the Election Commission of
India.
8. Railways (Amendment) Bill – 2024.
The Railways (Amendment) Bill passed in the Lok Sabha
aims to repeal the Indian Railway Board Act 1905 and
integrate its provisions into the Railways Act 1989, so as
to make the law simple and effective. The railway network
in India was developed under the Public Works
Department before independence, and over time laws
such as the Indian Railways Act 1860 and the Indian
Railways Board Act 1905 were enacted.
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1. Recently, which scheme has been launched by the Central
Government to promote art and culture?
A - Financial Assistance Scheme B - Har Ghar Kala-Sanskriti Yojana
C - Deep Prajwalit Yojana D - Sumrit Yojana
The Ministry of Culture has launched the "Financial Assistance"
scheme to promote art and culture, which aims to provide financial
assistance to cultural organizations. The scheme is divided into eight
parts, with no provision for state-wise allocation of funds and grants
are given directly to approved organizations.

2. Where has India launched its first diabetes biobank?
A - Kolkata B - Chennai
C - Dibrugarh D - Patna
India's first diabetes biobank has been set up in Chennai, developed
in collaboration with ICMR and MDRF. This biobank will collect
biological samples and promote scientific research to study diabetes,
its causes and related disorders. It aims to research the unique
pattern of diabetes in India and identify new biomarkers that will help
in early diagnosis and personalised treatment.

3. Which hypersonic missile system has been built by America
recently?
A - Dark Local B - TRUMP-THRILL
C - Dark Eagle D - Missile NOVAC
The US military has successfully tested its Long Range Hypersonic
Weapon (LRHA) called 'Dark Eagle'. In this test conducted at Cape
Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida, the missile traveled at a
speed of 3800 miles per hour, which is five times the speed of sound.
This test is an important milestone in the field of hypersonic
technology and is expected to be made operational by 2025.

4. Britain has joined the Indo-Pacific block, which European country is
doing so?
A - First B - Second
C - Third D - Fourth
The UK became the first European country to join the CPTPP
(Comprehensive and Progressive Pacific Partnership) on December
15, 2024. The move is part of the UK's post-Brexit strategy, which
aims to boost the country's economy and gain new trade
opportunities in the Indo-Pacific region.
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5. India is striving to become a global leader in steel production. The
global steel is?
A - Grey Steel B - Blue Steel
C - Brown Steel D - Green Steel
India unveiled its first “Green Steel Classification System” towards
decarbonisation of steel sector and transition to a low carbon
economy. Union Minister Shri H.D. Kumaraswamy released it in New
Delhi. This framework will make India a global leader in green steel
production and play a key role in achieving environmental
development goals.

6. The 'Paris Agreement' was signed to limit the rise in global
temperatures?
A - 12 December-2015 B - 16 December-2016
C - 17 December-2017 D - 6 December-2006
On December 12, 2024, the Paris Agreement was reviewed on the
occasion of its completion of 9 years. The goal of the Paris
Agreement was to mitigate climate change and limit global
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius, but global emissions have
increased by 8% and the temperature is expected to exceed 1.5
degrees Celsius in 2024.

7. Who is heading the 'One Nation-One Election' committee?
A - Ram Nath Kovind B - Ramdas Athawale
C - Vasundhara Raje D - Sunil Baisla
The panel headed by former Indian President Ram Nath Kovind has
recommended "One Nation - One Election", in which elections to the
Lok Sabha and state assemblies will be held simultaneously.
However, the issue of a candidate contesting from multiple
constituencies for the same post is still under consideration.

8. Who recommended the establishment of Railway Board in 1905
through a committee?
A - Sir Thomas Roe B - Sir Thomas Robertson
C - William Banker D - Robert Maxwell
The Railway (Amendment) Bill was passed in the Lok Sabha, which
aims to repeal the Indian Railway Board Act 1905 and integrate its
provisions into the Railway Act 1989. Under this bill, the central
government will get the right to determine the structure, number of
members, service conditions and qualifications of the Railway Board.
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One Liner
1. Union Minister of Tourism is - Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

2. The full form of ICMR is - Indian Council of Medical Research

3. What is the speed of Dark Eagle Anti Missile - 3600 miles per hour

4. Which country has recently joined the Indo-Pacific Block  - Britain

5. Who is the Union Minister of Steel and Heavy - H.D. Kumaraswamy

6. In which COP meeting was the Paris Agreement (Climate Change) formed - COP-21

7. In which article of the Constitution is the Election Commission of India mentioned -
Article 324

8. From where to where did the first railway train run in India - Between Mumbai Bori
Bunder and Thane

9. On which of the following dates is "International Migrant Day" celebrated  - 18
December

10. From which airport has the Central Government launched the "Udaan Yatri Cafe"
scheme for affordable food and beverages - Kolkata Airport
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