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1. Arunima Chawla is the new Revenue Secretary of
Finance Ministry
Arunima Chawla, a senior IAS officer of 1992 batch of
Bihar cadre, has been appointed as the new Revenue
Secretary in the Finance Ministry. She will take over from
Ajay Seth, who was holding additional charge of Revenue
Secretary since Malhotra's appointment. Chawla is
currently the Secretary of the Department of
Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers and has played an important role in this post.

2. America declared Bald Eagle as national bird after 250
years
On Christmas Eve 2024, US President Joe Biden signed a
historic law formally declaring the Bald Eagle as the
national bird of the United States. Although the Bald
Eagle has appeared on the US Great Seal since 1782 and
is a symbol of the country, it had not received legal
recognition as the national bird until now.

3. Amitav Chatterjee appointed MD of J&K Bank and
appointed CEO
The share price of Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd (J&K
Bank) jumped 7.4% on 26 December 2024, after Amitav
Chatterjee was announced to be appointed as the new
Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of the bank. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
approved his appointment, and he will replace Baldev
Prakash. Amitav Chatterjee has 33 years of experience in
the banking sector and is currently working as a Deputy
Manager in SBI.
4. China approves dam construction on Brahmaputra
river near Indian border
China has approved the construction of the world's
largest hydroelectric dam on the Yarlung Tsanpo
(Brahmaputra) river in Tibet. The dam is located close to
the borders of India and Bangladesh, and is estimated to
cost $137 billion.
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5. Lion Tailed Macaque
A recent primate conservation study has warned that the
lion-tailed macaque found in the Western Ghats of India
is facing a serious threat due to human impact. The
species is considered endangered by the IUCN and
listed in Appendix-1 of CITES. Human and wildlife
interactions, especially with non-human primates, have
become a concern in the areas where these monkeys are
found.

6. Former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh passed
away
Former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh was an
important personality of Indian politics and economics,
who passed away at the age of 92. He served as the 13th
Prime Minister from 2004 to 2014. Earlier, in the 1990s, he
played an important role in economic liberalization as the
Finance Minister. Early Life Dr. Singh was born on 26
September 1932 in Gah (present-day Pakistan).

7. Nvidia launches its most affordable generative AI
supercomputer
Nvidia recently launched the Jetson Orin Nano Super
Generative AI supercomputer, a significant advancement
in affordable AI solutions. This new model is available at
a price of $249, which is significantly cheaper than its
predecessor. A key feature of this supercomputer is the
NVIDIA Ampere architecture GPU, equipped with
Raynacer cores.

8. "GST Council and Popcorn Tax"
In the recent GST Council meeting, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has introduced new tax rates on
popcorn. According to these new rates: 5% GST will be
on popcorn, which is mixed and branded with salt and
spices. 12% GST will be applicable on pre-packaged and
branded popcorn. 18% GST will be on caramel popcorn.
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1. Recently, the new Revenue Secretary of the Union Finance Ministry
has been appointed -
A - Arunima Chawla B - Kalpana Meena
C - Vikas Sharma D - Kanishka Kataria
Arunima Chawla, a 1992 batch senior IAS officer of Bihar cadre, has
been appointed as the new Revenue Secretary in the Finance
Ministry. She will replace Ajay Seth, who took additional charge of
Revenue Secretary. Till now, Arunima Chawla was working as the
Secretary of the Department of Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers.

2. Recently, America has declared which bird as its national bird -
A - Black Eagle B - Bald Eagle
C - Black Swan D - Shop
America has recently declared the Bald Eagle as its national bird.
Although this bird was on the US Great Seal since 1782, it has now
been formally recognized as the national bird. This decision was
sponsored by the legislators of Minnesota and approved by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

3. Who has been appointed as the new CEO (Chief Executive Officer)
of Jammu and Kashmir Bank (J&K)-
A - Amitav Chatterjee B - Abhishek Karni
C - M. Hidayatullah D - D.K. Mall
Amitav Chatterjee has been appointed as the new CEO (Chief
Executive Officer) of Jammu and Kashmir Bank (J&K Bank). The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved his appointment.
Chatterjee, who was currently working as a deputy manager in SBI,
has 33 years of banking experience. He will replace Baldev Prakash,
who was the old CEO of the bank.

4. Recently, China has approved the construction of a dam on which
river near the Indian border -
A - Sutlej River B - Beas River
C - Brahmaputra River D - Ina River
China has recently approved the construction of a new dam on the
Brahmaputra River (Yarlung Tsanpo) near the Indian border. The
project will be built at an estimated cost of $137 billion and is being
built to boost hydroelectric power generation. The construction of
this dam is causing strategic and environmental concerns to India
and Bangladesh, as it will give China the possibility of control over
the river's water flow.
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5. 'Lion Tailed Macaque' is found in which region of India -
A - Western Ghats B - Eastern Ghats
C - Himalayan region D - Gangetic swamp region
Lion-tailed Macaque, also known as Singh-tailed Macaque, is found in
the Western Ghats region of India. This species mainly inhabits rain
forests located in Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu, especially in the
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. This species is considered endangered by
the IUCN and is listed in Appendix-1 of CITES.

6. Recently former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh died. When did
he take charge in the Finance Ministry before becoming Prime
Minister?
A - 1970 B - 1980
C - 1990 D - 2000
Former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh passed away recently. He
served as the 13th Prime Minister from 2004 to 2014. In the 1990s,
when he was in the post of Finance Minister, he took important steps
towards the economic liberalization of India.

7. Which company has recently launched its most affordable AI
supercomputer?
A - Nvidia B - Tesla
C - Flipkart D - Amazon
Nvidia has recently launched its most affordable AI supercomputer,
called the Jetson Orin Nano Super Generative AI. This supercomputer
is available at a price of $249, making it affordable and effective. Its
key feature is the NVIDIA Ampere architecture GPU, which contains
Rencer cores, which accelerate deep learning tasks.

8. Recently, in the GST Council meeting, new tax rates have been
implemented on popcorn, they have been divided into how many
categories?
A - 3 B - 4
C - 5 D - 6
Recently, in the GST Council meeting, new tax rates have been
implemented on popcorn, and these have been divided into three
categories: 5% GST: on branded popcorn mixed with salt and spices.
12% GST: on pre-packaged and branded popcorn. 18% GST: on
caramel popcorn.
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One Liner
1. Arunima Sinha-Chawla has been appointed Secretary of which Union Ministry -
Finance Ministry

2. Recently, the Bald Eagle has been declared the national bird of America by which
President  - Joe Biden

3. Amitav Chatterjee has been appointed as the new CEO of J&K Bank, this approval
was given by whom - RBI

4. China has approved the construction of a dam on the Brahmaputra River near the
Indian border, in which region is it - Tibet

5. When did the Wildlife Protection Act come into force - 1972

6. Which of the following ministries organized the Prime Minister National Bal
Puraskar-2024 - Ministry of Women and Child Development

7. Which of the following countries has become the largest recipient of remittances in
2024 - India

8. Recently, which state has won the first prize in the Energy Conservation Award-2024
in the iron and steel sector - Andhra Pradesh

9. In which year did former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh receive the Padma
Vibhushan award - in 1987

10. GST Council is a body -  Constitutional
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