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1. Turkey's Bayraktar Akinci drone and supersonic
missile UAV-122
Recently, Turkey successfully tested the supersonic
missile UAV-122 from its indigenously built Bayraktar
Akinci drone. This test demonstrates Turkey's growing
military capability and is an important step towards self-
reliance in its weapon development. Now Turkey is able
to manufacture drones and missiles indigenously, which
will strengthen its position in the global arms market.

2. Chief Minister Stalin inaugurates India's first glass
bridge over the sea at Kanyakumari.
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin inaugurated India's
first glass bridge in Kanyakumari on 31 December 2024.
The bridge connects the 133 feet high Tiruvallur statue to
the Vivekananda Rock Memorial, a major tourist
destination in Kanyakumari. The glass bridge is made of
transparent, laminated glass, and is designed to provide
breathtaking views to tourists at tourist destinations,
especially in hilly areas.

3. Interest rates on National Small Savings Schemes
unchanged.
The Union Finance Ministry has not made any change in
the interest rates under the National Small Savings
Scheme for the last quarter of the financial year 2024-25
(1 January to 31 March 2025). The ministry reviews the
interest rates on these schemes every quarter, and
currently these interest rates will remain unchanged.

4. Groundwater recharge increased by 15 billion cubic
metres.
The Union Jal Shakti Ministry released its Dynamic
Groundwater Resources Assessment Report 2024 on
December 31, 2024, which showed that groundwater
recharge has increased by 15 billion cubic metres and
groundwater extraction has decreased by 3 billion cubic
metres between 2011 and 2024. The assessment was
carried out by the Central Groundwater Board (CGWB) in
collaboration with states and union territories.
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5. Bengal beat Kerala in the final to win Santosh Trophy.
West Bengal, the most successful team in the history of
Santosh Trophy, won its 33rd victory by defeating Kerala
in the final of the 78th edition of Santosh Trophy played
on 31 December 2024 at GMC Balayogi Stadium,
Hyderabad, Telangana. This was the 47th final of Santosh
Trophy for Bengal, while Kerala made it to the final for
the 16th time.

6. India's defense exports cross Rs 21,000 crore.
India's defense exports have seen unparalleled growth
recently, growing from just Rs 2000 crore in the last
decade to Rs 21000 crore now. On 29 December 2024,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, while on a visit to the
Army War College (AWC) located at Madhubani
Cantonment, set an ambitious target that defence
exports will reach Rs 50,000 crore by 2029.

7. NASA's Parker Solar Probe.
Recently, NASA's Parker Solar Probe has set a historic
record by flying closer to the Sun. This mission achieved
a speed of 430,000 miles per hour and endured
temperatures up to 982°C, an unprecedented
achievement compared to any other man-made
instrument. The Parker Solar Probe, which was launched
in 2018, is named after American solar astrophysicist
Eugene Newman Parker. It is NASA's first mission named
after a living researcher.

8. Nilgiri, Surat and Vagsheer will be inducted into the
Navy.
The Indian Navy is going to induct two indigenously built
warships, Surat and Nilgiri, and a diesel electric
submarine, Vagsheer, at a ceremony at the Naval
Dockyard in Mumbai on January 15, 2025.
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1. Which country has recently successfully tested the supersonic
missile UAV-122 from the Bayraktar Akinci drone?
A - Turkey B - Iran
C - Pakistan D - Bangladesh
Turkey successfully tested the supersonic missile UAV-122 from its
indigenous Bayraktar Akinci drone, a symbol of Turkey's growing
military capability and self-reliance. This drone, developed by the
Baykar company, is a long-term unmanned combat aerial vehicle
(UCAV) that can carry out air-to-ground and air-to-air attacks.

2. Recently, in which state India's first glass bridge over the sea has
been inaugurated?
A - Karnataka B - Tamil Nadu
C - Maharashtra D - Chhattisgarh
On 31 December 2024, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
inaugurated India's first glass bridge in Kanyakumari. The bridge
connects the Vivekananda Rock Memorial and the 133 feet high
Tiruvallur statue. The bridge is 77 meters long, 10 meters wide and
133 feet above sea level, and will provide a walking experience to
tourists.

3. Who controls the interest rate on post office savings accounts?
A - Union Finance Ministry B - RBI
C - PMO D - DoPT
The Union Finance Ministry has not changed the interest rates on
National Small Savings Schemes for the last quarter of the financial
year 2024-25 (1 January to 31 March 2025). These schemes are made
available to the public through post offices and Public Provident
Fund, and investment in them is 100% safe, as it is guaranteed by the
Government of India.

4. According to the recent report, how many cubic meters of
groundwater recharge has been increased in the country?
A - 16 billion cubic metres B - 19 billion cubic metres
C - 15 billion cubic metres D - 6 billion cubic metres
The Union Jal Shakti Ministry released its Dynamic Groundwater
Resources Assessment Report 2024 on December 31, 2024, which
showed that groundwater recharge has increased by 15 billion cubic
metres and groundwater extraction has decreased by 3 billion cubic
metres between 2011 and 2024.
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5. Which team has recently won the Santosh Trophy?
A - West Bengal B - Kerala
C - Tamil Nadu D - Maharashtra
In the final of the 78th edition of the Santosh Trophy, West Bengal
defeated Kerala on 31 December 2024 to win its 33rd title. This was
Bengal's 47th final, while Kerala reached the final for the 16th time.
Bengal received a prize of Rs 5 lakh and Kerala Rs 3 lakh, while the
'Player of the Championship' award went to Robbie Hansda of Bengal.

6. According to the recent report, India's defense exports have
crossed what figure?
A - 21000 crore B - 40,000 crore
C - 50000 crore D - None of these
India's defence exports have seen an unprecedented growth from Rs
2000 crore to Rs 21000 crore in the last decade. On 29 December
2024, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh set

7. Which is NASA's first mission - named after a living researcher?
A - Parker Solar Probe B - Chandrayaan-2
C - Chandrayaan-3 D - None of the above
NASA's Parker Solar Probe set a historic record by flying very close
to the Sun, reaching speeds of 430,000 mph and enduring
temperatures of 982°C. Launched in 2018, it is the first NASA mission
named after a living scientist, Eugene Newman Parker. It aims to
explore a 3.8 million mile radius of the Sun's corona and study the
processes that drive the Sun's heating, the source of the solar wind,
and the energetic particles.

8. Recently, which powerful submarine has India inducted into the
Indian Navy?
A - Surat B - Nilgiri
C - Vagsheer D - None of the above
The Indian Navy will induct two indigenously built warships, Surat
and Nilgiri, and a diesel electric submarine, Vagsheer, at a ceremony
at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai on 15 January 2025. These
equipment have been manufactured by Mazagon Dock Limited. Surat
and Nilgiri warships are capable of operating several helicopters.
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One Liner
1. Recently, Turkey has successfully tested which missile? - Bayraktar Akinci Drone
and Supersonic Missile UAV-122

2. Recently, where did Chief Minister Stalin inaugurate the country's first glass bridge?
- Kanyakumari

3. After how much period of time, the interest rates on National Small Savings Schemes
are revised by the Government of India? - Every quarter (since 2016)

4. The Dynamic Groundwater Resources Assessment Report was released by the
government by whom? - Union Minister CR Patil

5. Bengal won the Santosh Trophy by defeating whom in the final? - Kerala

6. India's Defense Minister is - Rajnath Singh

7. In which state of India is Dal Lake located? - Jammu and Kashmir

8. Loktak Lake is located in - Manipur

9. India has recently decided to include two warships in its navy. Those warships are -
Surat and Nilgiri

10. Pulicat Lake is located in - Andhra Pradesh
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