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1. Bhutan - First Country to Adopt Crypto Payments in
Tourism

In May 2025, the Bhutanese government launched a
crypto-based tourism payment system in collaboration
with Binance Pay and DK Bank, making it the first country
in the world to do so. The system allows international
tourists to pay for hotels, tickets, visas, monument fees,
etc. through over 100 cryptocurrencies.

2. Ban on Chess in Afghanistan

The Taliban government has banned chess in
Afghanistan under its interpretation of Sharia law. They
believe chess is a form of gambling and distracts people
from religious responsibilities such as prayers.
According to the Taliban's religious interpretation,
activities that distract from Islamic duties should be
prohibited.

3. Sarvam Al launches Bulbul-v2

Bengaluru-based startup Sarvam Al has launched its
latest text-to-speech model '‘Bulbul-v2', which supports
11 Indian languages. The model provides natural and
clear voices with regional accents in languages like
Hindi, Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu. Bulbul-v2 is equipped
with features like multi-language support, pitch and
speed control, and smart text pre-processing.

announced a full exemption in property tax for the
houses of defense personnel in gram panchayat areas.
This exemption will be applicable to all active defense
personnel and their spouses, irrespective of their
deployment in any part of the country.

4. Defense personnel property tax waived in Andhra
Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan has |
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5. Ajay Kumar becomes new UPSC chairman

Former Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar has been
appointed as the new chairman of the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC), with the approval of the
President of India. He replaces Preeti Sudan, whose term §
ended in April 2025. Ajay Kumar is a 1985 batch Kerala ;
cadre IAS officer and served as Defence Secretary from
2019 to 2022.

6. National Esports Championship 2025

The eSports Federation of India (ESFI) has launched the
National eSports Championship 2025 (NESC 25), which
will select India's official team for the 17th World eSports
Championship (WEC). This championship will be
organized by the International eSports Federation (IESF).

7. National Dengue Day 2025

Dengue is a serious public health problem in India, which
spreads rapidly especially during the rainy season and
kills thousands of people every year. Keeping this in
mind, National Dengue Day is celebrated every year on
16 May, with the aim of spreading awareness about
dengue among the people and promoting its preventive
measures.

8. Olympic gold medalist Neeraj Chopra appointed
Lieutenant Colonel of Indian Army

The Indian Army has promoted Olympic gold medallist
Neeraj Chopra to the honorary rank of Lieutenant
Colonel, as reported in the Gazette of India. Neeraj was
commissioned as 'Naib Subedar' in the Army's Rajputana
Rifles regiment in 2017 and became Subedar (2021) and
Subedar Major (2022) respectively. He was born in
Khandara village in Haryana and won the Under-16
national title in 2012.
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1. Which country in May 2025 launched a crypto-based tourism CHINA
payment system in collaboration with Binance Pay and DK Bank,
making it the first country in the world to do so?

A - Japan B - India

C - Bhutan D - South Korea

Bhutan in May 2025 launched a crypto-based tourism payment
system in collaboration with Binance Pay and DK Bank, making it the
first country in the world to do so. The system facilitates payments
from over 100 cryptocurrencies, which are instantly converted into
Bhutanese Ngultrum (BTN).

SILIGUR! CORRIDOR

2. Why did the Taliban ban chess in Afghanistan?

A - Waste of time B - Western influence
C - Gambling and diversion from
religion

The Taliban government has banned chess in Afghanistan under its
interpretation of Sharia law, treating it as akin to gambling and saying
it distracts from religious responsibilities. Chess playing has now
stopped in many cafes in Kabul. Local citizens have described this
decision as harmful to mental health and social life.

D - Security reasons

3. Bulbul-v2 model has been developed by which company?

A - Microsoft B - Sarvam Al

C - Google D - Amazon

Bengaluru-based startup Sarvam Al has launched the 'Bulbul-v2' text-
to-speech model, which gives natural voice with regional accents in
11 Indian languages. It has features like multi-language support,
pitch-speed control and smart text pre-processing.

4. Who announced property tax exemption for houses of defense
personnel in Gram Panchayat areas?

A - Jagan Mohan Reddy B - Chandrababu Naidu

ﬁ:ni-nIiDSat\;vsn Kalyan (Deputy Chief D - N. Chandrababu

Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan has announced
full exemption in property tax for active defense personnel and their
spouses in Gram Panchayat areas. This exemption will be applicable
to Army, Navy, Air Force, CRPF and other paramilitary forces.
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5. Who has become the new chairman of UPSC?

A - Preeti Sudan B - Ajay Kumar

C - Rajiv Kumar D - S. Raman

Ajay Kumar has been appointed as the new chairman of the Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC). He is a 1985 batch Kerala cadre
IAS officer and former Defense Secretary. His tenure saw the creation
of the Chief of Defense Staff, the Agniveer scheme and promotion of
self-reliance in the defense sector.

6. Which championship has been launched by the esports federation
of India (ESFI)?

B - National Esports
Championship 2025 (NESC25)

C - National hockey championship D - National football championship |
The esports federation of India Esfi has also selected the Indian team
for the BRICS ESPORTS Championship 2025. ESFI is a non-profit
organization formed in 2016 that promotes esports in India and is a
memeber of IESF, the region and Global fed.

A - National cricket championship

7. When is National Dengue Day celebrated?

A - 16 April B - 16 May

C - 16 June D - 16 July

Dengue is a serious public health problem in India, which spreads
rapidly during the rainy season and takes many lives every year.
National Dengue Day is celebrated on 16 May to increase awareness
among people. Dengue is spread by the bite of the female Aedes
mosquito, the symptoms of which are high fever, headache, joint pain,
vomiting and red rashes.

8. Neeraj Chopra has been promoted to which honorary rank in the
Indian Army?

A - Captain B - Major
C - Lieutenant Colonel D - Brigadier

The Indian Army has promoted Olympic gold medalist Neeraj Chopra
to the honorary rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He joined the Army as
'Naib Subedar' in 2017 and became Subedar Major by 2022.
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One Liner

1. Neeraj Chopra is associated with which regiment? - Rajputana Rifles

2. Recently, which state government announced complete exemption in property tax on
houses of defense personnel located in Gram Panchayat areas? - Andhra Pradesh

3. Through which medium is the payment made in the crypto payment system launched
by Bhutan? - QR Code

4. Where is the headquarters of UPSC located? - New Delhi

5. Bulbul-v2 model has been developed by which company? - Sarvam Al

6. Which test is done to confirm dengue - ELISA

7. Chess is believed to have originated from which Indian game? - Chaturanga

8. Which scheme did Ajay Kumar implement as Defense Secretary? - Agniveer Yojana

9. Sarvam Al has become the first Indian startup in which field? - Swadeshi LLM Vikas

10. Where is the headquarters of World Esports Championship (WEC) located? - Busan,
South Korea
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